What is Tawheed?

﷽

Tawhid means believing in Allah Alone as God and Lord and attributing to Him Aِlone all the attributes of Lordship and divinity. Tawhid is divided into three categories; namely, Tawhid al-Rububiyyah (Oneness of Divine Lordship), Tawhid al-Uluhiyyah (Oneness of Divinity) and Tawheed al-Asma wa’l-Sifat (Oneness of the Divine Names and Attributes).

- IslamQA (49030)

Tawheed al-Rububiyyah

Tawheed al-Rububiyyah is Oneness of Lordship and Godhood

Allah ﷻ Says in Surah Al-Ikhlas 112:1 :

"قُلْ هُوَ ٱللَّهُ أَحَدٌ"

"Say (O Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم): "He is Allâh, (the) One"

Saheeh International adds in a footnote:

> Alone, without another, indivisible with absolute and permanent unity and distinct from all else. The one and only true deity, unique in His essence, attributes and deeds.

The evidence that supports Tawheed al-Rububiyyah within the Quran and the Sunnah. (7:54, 40:26, 39:62, 59:24, 21:22, 52:35-36, 140:10, 2:163, 12:39, 1:2)

Whoever believes anyone but Allah controls this universe or that nobody does has disbelieved in this aspect and is a disbeliever (i.e. Christians, Hindus, Atheists) If you disbelieve in this aspect then you likely commit shirk (exception being Atheists) and you are deemed a kafr. 

Whoever affirms this aspect must confirm the Oneness of Allah's Divinity (Tawheed al-Uluhiyyah)

Tawheed al-Uluhiyyah

Tawheed al-Uluhiyyah is Oneness of Allah's Divinity

Allah ﷻ Says in al-Nisa:

" وَٱعْبُدُوا۟ ٱللَّهَ وَلَا تُشْرِكُوا۟ بِهِۦ شَيْـًۭٔا ۖ وَبِٱلْوَلدَين إحسـنا وَبِذِى ٱلْقُرْبَىٰ وَٱلْيَتَـٰمَىٰ وَٱلْمَسَـكِين وَٱلْجَارِ ذِى ٱلْقُرْبَىٰ وَٱلْجَارِ ٱلْجُنُبِ وَٱلصَّاحِبِ بِٱلْجَنۢبِ وَٱبْنِ ٱلسَّبِيلِ وَمَا مَلَكَتْ أَيْمَـٰنُكُمْ ۗ إِنَّ ٱللّه لا يحِب من كَانَ مُخْتَالًۭا فَخُورًا "

"Worship Allâh and join none with Him (in worship); and do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, Al-Masâkîn (the poor), the neighbour who is near of kin, the neighbour who is a stranger, the companion by your side, the wayfarer (you meet), and those (slaves) whom your right hands possess. Verily, Allâh does not like such as are proud and boastful."

This aspect is also called Tawheed al-'Ibadah (Oneness of Worship) because it means that one worships Allah alone by doing as he commanded in Al-Quran.

If one does not worship Allah alone and one seeks other than Allah then he has surely disbelieved, leaving the fold of Islam and vacated from the truth.

Tawheed al-Asma wa'l-Sifat

Tawheed al-Asma wa'l-Sifat is Oneness of Divine names and Attributes 

We have two sub-principles for this aspect

1. Affirmation of Attributes and Divine Names

We affirm and attribute what Allah has afffirmed to himself in Al-Quran or that His Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) has affirmed of His Divine Names and Attributes in the manner that befits His Majesty and Greatness. We do no distort nor change these names nor their meanings. We do not deny them nor do we discuss "how" or "why" they are. This is Tafwid.

2. Denying of any faults and what Allah has denied of himself as well as denying resemblance to His creation

We deny what Allah denies for himself (tiredness, death, ignorance) and we deny that Allah is in any way like His creation. He is only "alike" in the naming of some attributes such as His Hand or His Shin but these are not real similarities and are only similar in naming. This does not violate the denial principle. 

Al-Shura 42:11 
“There is nothing like Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer”

Source: IslamQA 49030
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